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Introduction 


This ebook is presented as Part II of John Henry Newman on the Sense of God in the Conscience. 

The Part I ebook traces Newman’s idea of the conscience and its sense of God over the course of 
his intellectual and literary life. This Part II ebook is an appendix to the text of Part I, and it 
provides for the interested reader copies of ten of Newman’s early manuscript sennons. 


Nine of these sermons are from his later Evangelical years and were preached in St Clement’s 
Church Oxford, where the young Newman served as curate from July 1824 to March 1826. 
Although he was at St Clement’s for less than two years, he had a great impact on the parish, 
becoming widely respected as “a proper minister”. He visited every home (including, to his 
surprise, that of Fr Newsham, the Jesuit Catholic priest who had the small St Ignatius Catholic 
chapel there). He also started a Sunday school and preached regularly to a full church.The final 
sermon reproduced here (preached in 1827) is from the period of his transition to High Church 
views. At times he indicates (by a note at the start) an influence coming from Richard Whately. 


These sermons give both indirect and direct indications of his early views on the religious 
conscience, and they are among those Newman texts discussed in different chapters of the Part I 
ebook . With the exception of the last MS sermon, the copies of Newman’s sermons that now 
follow have been published in: 

Volume V of John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Sermons preached at St Clement’s 
Oxford, 1824-1826 and two charity sermons, 1827. Edited from previously unpublished 
manuscripts by Francis J McGrath FMS. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 2012. 

The last MS sermon here (no. 11) has been published in Volume III of this 5 volume series. 

I also include a published sermon preached by the Cambridge Evangelical Rev. Charles Simeon. 
I include this sermon (no. 5) because it was consulted by Newman when preparing his sermon of 
June 1825 on the Conscience. 
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Parable of the Pharisee and the publican (Luke xviii, 9 & 10 -) 


(Parable of the Pharisee and the publican) 

Sermon (13,) no. 15 Reference : B.O.A. A. 17.1, pp.18 

(p.3 of the copy below is missing. Its text can be read on p. 77 of McGrath, Vol V. p. 77) 

St Clements S. A. August 29. 1824. No. 15. 

(Consulted Whitby, Scott, Pearce, Dodderidge, Horne, Trapp) 

Luke xviii, 9 & 10 - 

And he spoke this parable unto certain wh trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others: - Two men went up into the temple to 
pray; the one a Pharisee, the other a publican. - The object of this parable, 


McGrath, ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol V, pp. 76. 
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2. Character of God and His holy law (Mark 12: 28-30) 


Character of God and His holy law 

Sermon 15, no.17. Reference: B.O.A., B.3. Box 6. P.3-7, 14-16. 

(only several pages available: pp. 3.4,5,6,7,14,15 and 2 others - perhaps parts of p. 15 and p. 16. 

A guide to this sermon can be found in the footnotes of McGrath’s text, Vol. V, pp. 92) 

Sept 12. 1824 No. 17. 

Mark 12: 28-30 

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is 
the first commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The first of all the 
commandments is, Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord: And thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength: this is the first commandment 


McGrath, ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol V., pp. 92 
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3. 


Faith connected with, and confirmed by the inward witness (1 John 


y.lO) 


(Faith connected with, and confirmed by the inward witness) 

Sermon 51, no.67, v, 6. Reference B.O.A., A.17.1, pp.28 

St Clements S.M. March 27. 1825 No. 67, v, 6 
1 John v.10 

He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself. 
With this morng’s discourse is. 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol. V. pp.196. 

Note: McGrath ed. has as a footnote (p. 196, footnote 1): 

Preached Sunday morning 27 Mar. 1824. Sunday before Easter. 

I am not sure why McGrath gives 1824. At the head of p.l of his manuscript 
sermon Newman writes: St Clements S.M. March 27. 1825. 

Perhaps I have misunderstood this detail in McGrath’s notes. 
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4. 


Conscience, its Use etc. (1 Sam iii, 10) 


The following was Newman’s first sermon given over wholly to the 
Conscience. 

To a point he drew on the Evangelical Charles Simeon’s sermon on the 
conscience - some passages of which are reproduced following this one. 

“Conscience, its Use etc.” 

Sermon 58, no. 85 

Reference: B.O.A., B.3. Box 4, General Theology (a), pp.22. 

St Clement’s S. A. June 20. 1825. No.85. 

1 Sam iii, 10 

And the Lord came & stood & called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. 
Then Samuel answered, Speak, for Thy servant heareth. 

These words have been just read to you. 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol. V. 
pp.236. 
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5. Rev. Charles Simeon’s sermon: “A Good and Evil Conscience” 


(Charles Simeon’s sermon: “A Good and Evil Conscience”) 

For the previous sermon (his first that was wholly on the Conscience), 
Newman drew on the Evangelical Charles Simeon’s sermon, “A Good and Evil 
Conscience”. But there were clear differences between the two. 

I now present Charles Simeon’s Sermon CCCCXVIII. “A Good and Evil 
Conscience” in Helps to Composition. Vol IV, pp. 299-303. 

(Simeon, Rev. Charles M.A. (1810). Helps to Composition or, Six Hundred 
Skeletons of Sermons; several being the substance of sermons preached before 
the University. Vol IV. First American Edition. 

Philadelphia: Printed for and published by William W. Woodward.) 

Internet Archive at 11 am, 21 September 2013. 

http ://w w w. archive. org/details/help stocompositOOsimegoog 

“A Good and Evil Conscience” 1 John. iii. 20, 21. If our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Brethren, if our heart 
condemn us not:, then have we confidence toward God. 
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/ 

CCCCXVIII. \ coon and evil conscience. 

• 

1 John. iii. 20, 21. If our heart condemn us. Coil is greater 
than our heart , and knoxveth alt things. Brethren , if our heart 
condemn us not, then have rue confidence toward God. 

IN the description given us of the day of judgment, 
we arc informed that the Judge will be seated on his 
throne; that certain books will be opened; and that 
sentence will be passed on every one according to what 
was recorded in them.* * Such a tribunal there is, already 
erected in the bosoms of men. Conscience is seated 
there as supreme Judge: it keeps an account of ever)' 
day’s transactions: it summons men to its ban it ex¬ 
hibits the record before their eyes; and, in perfect cor¬ 
respondence with their actions, it passes on them its au¬ 
thoritative sentence. Thus it anticipates the future judg¬ 
ment, and forces men to read in its decisions their final 
doom. To this effect the apostle speaks in the passage 
before us; in elucidating which, we shall shew 
I. How fur the testimonies of our conscience may be de¬ 
pended on 

The testimonies of conscience arc not always just 
[With many there is a sleepy conscience, which suffers 
men to go on in their own ways without shame, and without 
remorse. So inactive and so callous is this faculty within them, 
that it is justly represented as “scared with an hot irou.”“ 
Indeed, if it were not thus with them, how could they go on 
so cheerfully as they do, in an open course of sin, or in a wil¬ 
ful neglect of God? 

With many also there is a partial conscience. They discern 
what is wrong in others, but not in themselves: or they notice 
some evils, but not others. Herod would not violate his oath; 
but he would murder a prophet. 1 And the Pharisees would 
nor put into the treasury the money that was the price of 
blood; but they would persist in persecuting the innocent 
Jcnus even unto death.* And such a conscience have many 
amongst ourselves: it would be clamorous if they were to 
commit some flagrant enormity; while it bears no testimony 
at all against secret lusts, or against any evils which arc sanc¬ 
tioned by an ungodly world. 


• Rev. xx. 12. '» l Tim. iv. 2. 

• Matt. x». 9. 4 Mutt. xxviL 3—6, 20. 
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With some also there is an erroneous conscience. St. Paul 
“ thought he ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus,”' and would have stood condemned in his own mind, 
if he had not laboured to the uttermost to extirpate the Chris¬ 
tian name. And our Lord has told us that many would “ think 
they did God service by killing” his faithful followers. 1 {Doubt¬ 
less there are many who, both in civil and religious actions, are 
instigated by (what we may call) a good principle, while yet a 
clearer view- of their duty would represent those actions in a 
very different light. 

There is also with many a scrupulous conscience. They both 
do, and forbear many things from a sense of duty, when the 
things themselves are altogether indifferent in the sight of 
God. Thus it was with those who were afraid to eat meats 
that had been offered to idols, or w ho observed the times and 
seasons that had been prescribed in the Mosaic law.® Super¬ 
stition indeed is less common in this age: yet wherever the 
mind is tinctured with it, there will arise many occasions of 
condemnation or acquittal in a man’s ow n mind, when the 
sentence passed is altogether founded in an ignorance of Chris¬ 
tian liberty, or Christian duty. 

Hence it is evident that conscience may condemn when it 
ought to acquit, and acquit when it ought to condemn.] 

Its sentence, however, is always just, when it accords 
with the holy scriptures 

[The scriptures are an infallible standard, to which every 
thing may be referred, and bv w hich its quality may be deter¬ 
mined. In order therefore to ascertain whether the testimonies 
of conscience be just, we should try them by this touchstone. 
We should learn from the sacred volume what are the leading 
features of conversion; what is essential tO the Christian cha¬ 
racter; and what, though wrong in itself, will consist with real 
integrity. When we have thus attained an adequate know¬ 
ledge of the rule of duty, and our conscience judges by that 
rule in estimating our conduct, then may we safely acquiesce 
in its determinations, and conclude it to be right, whether it 
acquit or condttnn. 

There is, however, and ever must he, more credit due to its 
' sentence when it condemns, than when it acquits, because, in 
condemning, it may have respect to any single act, and found 
its sentence oti that, without the smallest danger of mistake: 
but, in acquitting, it must comprehend the whole circle of a 
Christian’s duty, and testify that, on the whole, there is no 
allowed deviation from it. Here therefore is great scope for 
error; insomuch that St. Paul himself, though he knew of no 
allowed evil in himself, would not be too confident respecting 

r Acts xxvi. 9. f John xvi. 3. ® Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 5, 6. 
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his state; but committed himself to the judgment of a merci¬ 
ful and gracious God.' * 1 ] 

To procure a just attention to its voice, we proceed to 
shew 

II. The benefit and comfort pf having its testimony in 
our favour 

Nothing is more terrible than an accusing conscience. 
Its testimonies arc 

1. A source of present distress 

[When God gives it a commission to scourge a man, it 
executes the office with great effect. How did it increase the 
troubles of Joseph’s brethren;* and torture the soul of the 
unguarded Darius; h and appal the impious Belshazzar, so 
that his knees smote one against the other! 1 How did it make 
Felix tremble on the seat of judgment!™ and Judas actually 
to become his own executioner!" When it operates with a 
just and salutary influence, it will force the most obdurate to 
cry out with anguish," and the most confident to weep with 
great bitterness.? 

.Many amongst ourselves perhaps have felt its stings, till 
wc have groaned in our spirit, and even “ howled upon our 
bed,” anticipating, and almost tasting, die bitterness of hell 
itself.' 1 ] 

2. A pledge of eternal misery 

[When conscience is enlightened, it sees innumerable 
abominations in the heart: and when sanctified, it feels an 
utter abhorrence of what it does see. But vet “ God is greater 
than our hearts” both in respect of penetration to discover sin, 
and of holiness to hate it. He “ knoweth all things” that 
have been done amiss, and that too, with all the particular 
aggravations *tliat have attended every omission of duty, and 
every commission of iniquity. Not our actions onlv, but our 
very thoughts, are “ sealed up in his bag,’’ to he brought for¬ 
ward against us at the last day. 1 ' The present testimonies of 
conscience arc a previous and preliminary sentence, declaring 
now upon few and partial grounds, what God himself will 
hcrrnftcr declare on a complete review of our whole lives. 

We say not indeed that there is no room for repentance: 
God forbid: the accusations of conscience arc the voice of 
God within us, calling us to repentance: and the most guilty 


* I Cor. iv.3, 4. * Gen. xlii. 81. k Dan. vi. IB—CO. 

1 Dan. v. 6 . « Acts \xiv. 25. " Malt, xxvii. 5. 

“ Acts ii. 37. k xvi. 39, 30. ? Luke xxii. 63. s Heb. x. 27. 
r Job xiv. 17. 
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conscience that ever tormented the soul of man, may in an 
instant be purged by the blood of Jesus:* but if conscience 
summon us to its bar, as God summoned Adam and Cain to 
answer for their conduct, 1 its decisions shall be ratified in the 
day of judgment, unless they be reversed through penitence 
and faith in Christ: what it “ binds on earth, shall be bound 
in heaven; and what it looses on earth, shall be loosed in 
heaven."] 

Nothing, on the other hand, is a richer blessing than 
a good conscience: its testimonies arc 

1. A source of unspeakable comfort 

[St. Paul tells us that he found this to he a well-spring 
of happiness within him; “ Our rejoicing is this, the testi¬ 
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our conversation in the world,”" Indeed, such a testi¬ 
mony is a continual feast to every one that enjoys it. Having 
an inward witness of our own sincerity, we may ** assure our 
hearts before God,”* we may “ have boldness of access to him 
with confidence,”! wc may “ ask of him what we will, and it 
shall be done unto us.”* Such a testimony inspires a “ con¬ 
fidence towards God” in every thing that relates to our present 
or future welfare; it fills the soul with a “ peace that pa^seth 
all understanding,” “ a joy that 13 unspeakable and glorified.” 
How desirable then is it to be able now to appeal to God, like 
Job, “ Thou knowest that I am not wicked;”* or with Peter, 
“ Thou knowest all tilings; thou knowest that I love thee!”'* 
And how blessed to say with Hczckiah in a dying hour % “ Re¬ 
member now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how l have walked be¬ 
fore thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good iu thy sight!” 6 ] 

2. An earnest of eternal happiness 

[The witness of our conscience 13 , in fact, the witness of 
the Spirit of God:* 1 for it is the result of a divine illumination , 
whereby we discern the agreement of our experience with the 
word of God, and of « divine communication, rendering that 
. agreement an occasion of joyful confidence. What then can 
this be but a foretaste of that bliss which shall be consummated 
in heaven? In this view these divine communications may be 
considered as “ the first-fruits of the Spirit,” and “ the earnest 
of the Spirit;” because they are, as it were, the beginnings of 


* Heb. x. 22. and I John. i. 7. 1 Gen. iii. 2. and iv. 9, 1C. 

“2 Cor. i. 12. 1 Ver. 19. » Eph. iii. 12. * Vcr. 22. 

* Job x. 7. •' Johuxxi. 17. « Isaiah xxxviii. J. 

* Some think these are two distinct witnesses: but perhaps thi» 
is the more just view of tin matter. See Sirh on Horn. viii. 16. 
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(t!8.) A GOOD AND EVIL CONSCIENCE. 303 

heaven in the soul, anti they assure to us a complete and ever¬ 
lasting possession of it. Even in the day of judgment itself 
this holy confidence will remain:' they who possess it now, 
will go forth with joy to meet the bridegroom; “ they will 
stand before him with great boldncss;” f and, assured of their 
relation to him, will exclaim, “ This God is our God for ever 
and ever.”] 

Infer 

1. How careful should wc be in every part of our 
conduct! 

[Every thing we do is written in the book of God's re¬ 
membrance; and our own consciences will hereafter, if not 
now, attest the truth of God’s record. How anxious then 
should we be, that every day and every hour should record 
something good, rather than what will distress us in the day 
of judgment. Let us then beg of God to “ put truth in our 
inward parts:” let us exercise ourselves day and night to keep 
a 44 conscience void of offence both tow ards God and man:”* 
and let us say with Job, “ My heart shall not reproach me as 
long as I live.” * 1 '] 

2. How attentive should wc lx: to the voice of con¬ 
science! 

[Conscience, if we would listen to it, would tell us many 
plain and wholesome truths.' If we would submit to its re¬ 
proofs, it would keep us from much evil, and lead us safely to 
heaven. Let none of us then stifle it, or bribe it, or despise it: 
but let us rather get it well informed, anti cherish with care its 
salutary admonitions. Let us carefully conform ourselves to 
its dictates , 1 and 44 judge ourselves, that we may not be judged 
of the Lord.”'] 

3. How thankfully should we bathe in the fountain of 
Christ’s blood! 

[There is not a day or an hour wherein conscience docs 
not contract some defilement: nor is there a probability of 
pacifying it, but by continunl applications to 44 the blood of 
sprinkling.” Let us then rejoice that there is 44 a fountain 
op<yied for sin and uncleanness;” and let it be our care dav 
and night to cleanse ourselves in it from every fresh contracted 
stain. If we neglect this, 44 our mind and conscience will be 
defiled;”'" but if we 44 abide in him, we shall have confidence 
in expectation of his appearance; nor shall we be ashamed 
before him at his coming.”“J 


" l John iv. 17. r Wisd.tr. I. r Acts xxiv. 16 

'* Job xxvii. 6. • Rom. ii. 15. •* Acts xxiii. I. 

1 I Cor. xL jf. "Tit. i. 15. « 1 Joliu ii. 28. 
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6. God does not govern us by judgments (1 Kings xvii, 17,18) 


God does not govern us by judgments 

Sermon 62, no.92. Reference B.O.A., B.3. Box 4, General Theology (a), pp. 20. 

St Clement’s S. A. July 24, 1825. 

Whateleyan No. 92 

1 Kings xvii, 17,18. 

“And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of 
the house fell sick, & his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 
And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou 
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance & to slay my son?” 

Last Sunday I signified my intention of considering this afternoon... 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol. V. pp. 260. 
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7. State of the heathen world an evidence of the need of a revelation (Jer 


ii,19) 


Sermon 69, no.106 Reference B.O.A., A.17.1 pp. 21. 

No. 106 

S 2 - state of the heathen world an evidence of the need of a revelation.- 
St Clements S.M. Sept 18. 1825 
Jer ii, 19 

Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, & thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee - know therefore & see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, & that My fear is not in thee, saith the 
Lord God of hosts. - 

Last Sunday we in some degree ... 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol. V. pp. 305. 
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8. On the principles common to all revelation (Hebr: xi,6) 


S.3. on the principles common to all revelation 
Sermon 70, no. 108 Reference B. O. A., A. 17.1, pp.21 

St Clement’s S.M. Sept 25. 1825 
Hebr: xi,6 

Without faith it is impossible to please Him - for he that cometh to God, 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him. - 

Before proceeding, to consider the doctrines common 
to all revelation,. 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843 Vol. V. pp.313 
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9. On the feelings produced in common by all revelation (Hebr.: xi,6) 


S.4. - On the feelings produced in common by all revelation. (2) - 
Sermon 72, no. 110 Reference B.O.A., A. 17.1. pp.20 

No. 110 

St Clements S.M. Oct 16 - 1825 

Hebr.: xi,6 

Without faith it is impossible to please Him - for he that cometh to God, 
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him. - 

Let us finish the subject to wh I invited yr attention,. 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman 1824-1843. Vol. V. pp. 326. 
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10. On the compatibility of spiritual feelings with scanty knowledge in the 


ancient believers (Hos vi, 3 -) 


S.5. on the compatibility of spiritual feelings with scanty knowledge in the 
ancient believers. - 

Sermon 73, no. Ill Reference B.O. A., A.17.1 pp. 22 

No. Ill 

St Clements S.M. - Oct 23. 1825 

Hos vi, 3 - 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord - His going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the 
latter & former rain unto the earth. 

Having considered the doctrines common to every revelation .... 


McGrath ed. John Henry Newman Sermons 1824-1843. Vol. V. pp.335. 
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11. On the Xtian law of liberty (2 Cor.iii.17) 


On the Xtian law of liberty. 

Sermon No. 161. Reference A.50.1 
No. 161 

(?) Chapel S.M. Sept 2. 1827 

St Mary the Virgin, Oxford. S.A. May 25. 1828. 

This is a Whateleyan Sermon 

2 Cor.iii.17 Now the Lord is that Spirit - and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. 

In these words is concisely stated the peculiar and distinguishing 
excellence of the Xtian covenant, .... 


Francis J. McGrath and Dom Placid Murray, editors. John Henry Newman 
Sermons 1824-1843 Volume III. Oxford University Press. 2010. 
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